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% Statement from the Citizens’ Assembly Alumni to the People of B&

Five years ago, the people of British Columbia en Regardless of how we vote, British Columbians th
trusted its Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform with elections should be about fair results, greater choiee

of ordinary people. We were asked to consider whetheWoters want politics to express the diversity of our pr
%&ZDVHOMUENRBXBEXUUHQMW SDVW MEK ldndyRt\dithe same time be a means to bring tog
electoral system, and if not, what would be best for BC. the shared ideals of British Columbians.

‘H ZHUH RUGLG@DW\. |GIQVEQ@ QGRPO\The Citizens’ Assembly recommended BC-S]
from the voters list. We came from every part of BC, from (Single Transferable Vote) because it addresses the
every walk of life, men and women, young and young atW R U VR ILFRXWX U UH QWHAU R @1 Q Q HV®
KHD:BIW SHQRMR QW RV NW®J H W KOHHWD U Qrihlfdrities and wasted votes. We chose BC-STV, ove
about electoral systems and BC's electoral history, anather systems, because it will best deliver on our sh

most importantly, we heard from the people of British values and
Columbia.

DY RODDRXSR O MXUIBEFMVADW RW RRVWUXUDO

fairness. QLW\ R

British Columbians believe that it isn't fair that apar

or that some regions may have no representation in gov
E'I ernment at all.

ideals....
The Citizens’ Assembly Alumni believes whel
British Columbians inspired us. Our province is not heartedly that STV is best for BC. Not just urban BC

part reasonable, moderate people with an innate sense of British Columbians, you have a tremendous oppo

Make the most of that opportunity. In the comi
ty can form government without having the most votes,months please take the time to learn more about BC-
R W KPX®U R Y EQ KBH HA W KIRR W, F RIS O and the Citizens’ Assembly. Share what you learn with
SRV LYWLYRHR HY R WRIREQ HH G R QUIRNL @INDW. Uyour friends and family. This tremendous opportunity is
that a party can govern as if it had majority support whenR X & WZ HV S HDINDK Q L WRIIGR@ D\ WER Q
it doesn't, or that a majority of votes do not elect anybody,vote for BC-
—BC Citizens’ Assembly Alumni News Release,
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Q 0D\ WK WR FKDQJH SR

STV.

January 20, 2009|'|:T

BC-STV

The proposed BC-STV is a form of the Single
7TUDQVIHUDEOH 9RWH V\VWHP W LV DQ HOHFW
WKDW LV GHVLIJQHG WR SURGXFH D IDLUO\ S
UHVXOW = WKDW LV WKH QXPEHU RI VHDWYV
SDUW\ ZLQV ZLOO EH FORVH WR LWV VKDUH R
popular vote.

8QGHU %& 679 YRWHUV -ZRXOG HOHFW E
WZHHQ DQG 0/$YV SHU HOHFWRUDO GLVW
GHSHQGLQJ RQ WKH GLVWULFW VL]H DQG SRS
7KH QXPEHU RI 0/$V ZRXOG QRW FKDQJH EX
WKHUH ZRXOG EH JHRJUDSKLFDOO\ ODUJHU
WULFWYV I9RWHUV ZRXOG YRWH E\ UDQNLQJ S
GDWHYV DV WKH\ ZLVKHG WR VXSSRUW H
PXVW UHDFK D FHUWDLQ WKUHVKROG RU FXR
HVV FRQWLQXHV XQWLO DOO WKH VHDWV LQ VW

BC-STV is regarded as a system that:
f JLYHV YRWHUV D ORW RI FKRLFHVY RQ WK
¥ SURGXFHVY ODUJHO\ SURSRUWLRQDO UHV
LV PRUH OLNHO\ WR SURGXFH PLQRULW\
f PDLQWDLQVY D OLQN EHWZHHQ PXOWLSOH
FRQVWLWXHQFLHYV
2% & *RYHUQPHQW 5HIHUHQGXP ,Q

To Learn More

The government’s Ref-
RUDO VIWWHO® GXP ,QIRUPD
U R S R U WMnviRngowbc.ca/referendum_
D SROLiWd/F®V D PDS RI F
WKH RpydhgP=AdPthe new ridings
’ proposed under the STV.
ULEW . www.bc-stv._ca is the new
XOD WS f the now-dissolved Citi-

m zens” Assembly, where mem-
HOHFEWRUbW B RXQW DGYRF
UHIHI.FI-K(BFLI-F\HI‘RU DV PDQ\ FULO
W F 7)AR BHDH A& B ¥V K HYGL-GOHRRD
VWWDL RO YRV KR 2 7KR W R ¥ QARL
/ tiridePS XML LMY TKiR/GtE. EHHQ d

org/?page=2270

A E OO0 digkdéepeninte thel datalRad V
XPR/YQWLQJ DQG DWWULE
Ré&bh 5 B DRIGOLARR & RPHEUQPHR)
Srhti4ted Ote: WRW bEHYddEchP Y I

PeEY Wi BR 20 F e 670
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, ef

one of the most important decisions ever given to a grougective local representation and accountable government.
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www.gov.bc.ca/referendum_info

WATERSHEDSENTINEL 5

MARCHAPRIL 2009



