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Five years ago, the people of British Columbia en-
trusted its Citizens’ Assembly on Electoral Reform with 
one of the most important decisions ever given to a group 
of ordinary people. We were asked to consider whether 
�%�& �Z�D�V �Z�H�O�O �V�H�U�Y�H�G �E�\ �R�X�U �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �¿�U�V�W���S�D�V�W���W�K�H���S�R�V�W 
electoral system, and if not, what would be best for BC. 

�:�H �Z�H�U�H ������ �R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\ �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�� �G�U�D�Z�Q �U�D�Q�G�R�P�O�\ 
from the voters list. We came from every part of BC, from 
every walk of life, men and women, young and young at 
�K�H�D�U�W�� �:�H �V�S�H�Q�W ���� �P�R�Q�W�K�V �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J �W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�� �:�H �O�H�D�U�Q�H�G 
about electoral systems and BC’s electoral history, and 
most importantly, we heard from the people of British 
Columbia. 

British Columbians inspired us. Our province is not 
�D�V �S�R�O�D�U�L�]�H�G �D�V �R�X�U �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V �± �:�H �D�U�H �I�R�U �W�K�H �P�R�V�W 
part reasonable, moderate people with an innate sense of 
fairness. 

British Columbians believe that it isn’t fair that a par-
ty can form government without having the most votes, 
�R�U �W�K�D�W �R�X�U �S�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H �F�R�X�O�G �E�H �O�H�I�W �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W �D�Q �R�I�¿�F�L�D�O �R�S-
�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q �± �H�Y�H�Q �L�I �Z�H �Y�R�W�H�G �I�R�U �R�Q�H�� �:�H �G�R�Q�¶�W �W�K�L�Q�N �L�W�¶�V �I�D�L�U 
that a party can govern as if it had majority support when 
it doesn’t, or that a majority of votes do not elect anybody, 
or that some regions may have no representation in gov-

ernment at all. 

Regardless of how we vote, British Columbians think 
elections should be about fair results, greater choice, ef-
fective local representation and accountable government. 
Voters want politics to express the diversity of our prov-
ince, and yet at the same time be a means to bring together 
the shared ideals of British Columbians. 

The Citizens’ Assembly recommended BC-STV 
(Single Transferable Vote) because it addresses the dis-
�W�R�U�W�L�R�Q�V �R�I �R�X�U �F�X�U�U�H�Q�W �V�\�V�W�H�P �± �Z�U�R�Q�J �Z�L�Q�Q�H�U�V�� �I�D�O�V�H 
majorities and wasted votes. We chose BC-STV, over all 
other systems, because it will best deliver on our shared 
values and ideals.… 

The Citizens’ Assembly Alumni believes whole-
heartedly that STV is best for BC. Not just urban BC, or 
�U�X�U�D�O �%�&�� �R�U �O�H�I�W �R�U �U�L�J�K�W �± �%�&���6�7�9 �L�V �E�H�V�W �I�R�U �D�O�O �R�I �%�&�� 

British Columbians, you have a tremendous opportu-
�Q�L�W�\ �R�Q �0�D�\ �����W�K �W�R �F�K�D�Q�J�H �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V �I�R�U �W�K�H �E�H�W�W�H�U�� 

Make the most of that opportunity. In the coming 
months please take the time to learn more about BC-STV 
and the Citizens’ Assembly. Share what you learn with 
your friends and family. This tremendous opportunity is 
�R�X�U�V �± �L�I �Z�H �V�S�H�D�N �Z�L�W�K �D �X�Q�L�W�H�G �Y�R�L�F�H �R�Q �0�D�\ �����W�K �D�Q�G 
vote for BC-STV.

—BC Citizens’ Assembly Alumni News Release, 
January 20, 2009

To Learn More

The government’s Ref-
�H�U�H�Q�G�X�P���,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���2�I�¿�F�H��

www.gov.bc.ca/referendum_
info/���K�D�V���D���P�D�S���R�I���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W��
ridings and the new ridings 

proposed under the STV.  
www.bc-stv.ca is the new 

site of the now-dissolved Citi-
zens’ Assembly, where mem-
�E�H�U�V���P�R�X�Q�W���D�G�Y�R�F�D�F�\���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U��
�F�K�R�L�F�H����

�)�R�U���D���À�D�V�K���Y�L�G�H�R���D�Q�L�P�D-
�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���K�R�Z���Y�R�W�H�V���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���F�R�X�Q�W�H�G��
under STV see www.fairvote.
org/?page=2270	

To dig deeper into the details of 
�F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�W�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���Y�R�W�H�V�����J�R���W�R��
�%�D�U�U�R�G�D�O�H���&�R�P�S�X�W�L�Q�J���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���6�7�9��
simulated vote: www.barrodale.com/
bcstv/

�)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N�������%�&���6�7�9

Statement from the Citizens’ Assembly Alumni to the People of BC

BC-STV
The proposed BC-STV is a form of the Single 

�7�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U�D�E�O�H���9�R�W�H���V�\�V�W�H�P�����,�W���L�V���D�Q���H�O�H�F�W�R�U�D�O���V�\�V�W�H�P��
�W�K�D�W�� �L�V�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G�� �W�R�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�H�� �D�� �I�D�L�U�O�\�� �S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�U�H�V�X�O�W�� �±�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�V���� �W�K�H�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �V�H�D�W�V�� �D�� �S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O��
�S�D�U�W�\���Z�L�Q�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���L�W�V���V�K�D�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O��
popular vote.

�8�Q�G�H�U�� �%�&���6�7�9���� �Y�R�W�H�U�V�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �H�O�H�F�W�� �E�H-
�W�Z�H�H�Q�� ���� �D�Q�G�� ���� �0�/�$�V�� �S�H�U�� �H�O�H�F�W�R�U�D�O�� �G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W����
�G�H�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���V�L�]�H���D�Q�G���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q������
�7�K�H�� �Q�X�P�E�H�U�� �R�I�� �0�/�$�V�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �Q�R�W�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H���� �E�X�W��
�W�K�H�U�H���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���������J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O�O�\���O�D�U�J�H�U���H�O�H�F�W�R�U�D�O���G�L�V-
�W�U�L�F�W�V�������9�R�W�H�U�V���Z�R�X�O�G���Y�R�W�H���E�\���U�D�Q�N�L�Q�J���S�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���I�R�U���D�V���P�D�Q�\���F�D�Q�G�L-
�G�D�W�H�V���D�V���W�K�H�\���Z�L�V�K�H�G���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�����������������������H�W�F�����������7�R���E�H���H�O�H�F�W�H�G�����D���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H��
�P�X�V�W���U�H�D�F�K���D���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���W�K�U�H�V�K�R�O�G�����R�U���T�X�R�W�D�����R�I���Y�R�W�H�V���«�7�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���S�U�R�F-
�H�V�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���X�Q�W�L�O���D�O�O���W�K�H���V�H�D�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���¿�O�O�H�G��

BC-STV is regarded as a system that:
�‡���J�L�Y�H�V���Y�R�W�H�U�V���D���O�R�W���R�I���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���E�D�O�O�R�W���D�W���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V��
�‡���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�V���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�V�X�O�W�V��
�‡���L�V���P�R�U�H���O�L�N�H�O�\���W�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�H���P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�\���R�U���F�R�D�O�L�W�L�R�Q���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V��
�‡���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���D���O�L�Q�N���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���0�/�$�V���D�Q�G���Y�R�W�H�U�V���L�Q���O�D�U�J�H�U��

�F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�H�Q�F�L�H�V����
�²�%�&���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�G�X�P���,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���2�I�¿�F�H�� 

www.gov.bc.ca/referendum_info


